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Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
September 25, 2022

Aspire to Greatness
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

It’s so easy to fall into complacency 
and not strive for greatness. When 

we’re young, we may idealistically 
dream of reaching the heights of 
success, however we define that word. 
Then with time, maybe a few setbacks, 
one or two genuine hardships, we 
gradually settle for less and less. 
Eventually we’re content with just 
getting by and we no longer embrace 
the arduous struggle upon the higher 
road that once attracted us.

The rich man of today’s Gospel 
passage was also complacent. His 
wealth blinded him to the needs of 
Lazarus, a poor man he passed by and 

stepped over every time he entered 
his home. Even though he could have 
helped, he refused to do so. How could 
one be so blind as to have everything 
and not be willing to offer leftover food 
to someone in need?

God opposes complacency and 
settling for the easy and sensual. In 
today’s first reading, God upbraids 
the rich for exactly that. They are 
too comfortable on their expensive, 
comfortable couches (Amos 6:4). In 
the second reading we hear Saint 
Paul challenge the young bishop 
Timothy to pursue high ideals such 
as righteousness, devotion, faith, love, 
patience, gentleness, and all other 
virtues. We should strive for them as 
well. How?

Jesus is the beautiful, timeless ideal 
of every soul aiming for perfect love. If 
we keep our eyes on him, we will never 
settle for anything but true greatness 
in the eyes of God. +

How could one be so blind  
as to have everything  

and not be willing to offer 
leftover food to someone  

in need?

A Word from  
Pope Francis
No one must be excluded. 
God’s plan is essentially 
inclusive and gives priority to 
those living on the existential 
peripheries. Among them 
are many migrants and 
refugees, displaced persons, 
and victims of trafficking. 
The Kingdom of God is to be 
built with them, for without 
them it would not be the 
Kingdom that God wants.

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS, 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022

Sunday Readings
Amos 6:1a, 4–7
Woe to those who are complacent 
in Zion!…They shall be the first to go 
into exile.

1 Timothy 6:11–16
You, man of God…pursue 
righteousness, devotion, faith, love, 
patience, and gentleness. 

Luke 16:19–31
There was a rich man… and lying 
at his door was a poor man named 
Lazarus.

• How do I feel when I ponder 
today’s readings: Challenged? 
Overwhelmed? Inspired?

• What is one thing I can do 
this week to serve those less 
fortunate?
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Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door
By Fr. Rick Potts, CSsR

His potato crop was failing. 
The rest of his crops were 

being seized by British landlords for 
payment of taxes. So in 1887 my great-
grandfather, John Patrick Fitzmaurice, 
left County Kerry, Ireland, with little 
more than the clothes on his back and 
the knowledge that his brother had 
found work in America in St. Louis.

Although the days of the “coffin 
ships” were dwindling, the boat he 
boarded was hardly a luxury liner. 
Some passengers still died in transit. 
John felt lucky, though, for he had met 
Mary Cahilan, the love of his life, and 
together they would embark on a new 
life in a new land. But had they tried 
to immigrate forty years later, they 
would have been sent packing because 
from 1924 to 1965, few Catholics were 
allowed into the United States.

Migrants are not new; people have 
always been on the move, crossing 
borders as they run from death 
or toward survival. The Hebrew 
children wandered out of the desert 
and announced to the people of 
Canaan that God had promised the 
Canaanites’ land to the Hebrews. 
The Normans invaded Ireland and 
informed the Irish that King Henry 
II had given their homes to the 
Normans.

It’s easy to understand fear of 
immigrants who enter a country as a 

marching army, but for some reason 
even poor and powerless immigrants 
seem to terrify us. Even though almost 
all of us have an ancestor who came 
to America from somewhere else, we 
find it hard to identify with others 
in the same situation. Immigration 
is a difficult and emotional topic. 
Many struggle with the issue of who 
is “legal” and who isn’t. Some believe 
that immigrants should stay in “their 
own” countries and fix “their own” 
problems.

Yes, there are many concerns and 
no simple solutions, but the Catholic 
Church teaches that our preferential 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
September 26— 
October 1

Monday, Weekday:  
Jb 1:6–22 / Lk 9:46–50

Tuesday, St. Vincent de Paul:  
Jb 3:1–3, 11–17, 20–23 / Lk 9:51–56

Wednesday, Weekday:  
Jb 9:1–12, 14–16 / Lk 9:57–62

Thursday, Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael:  
Dan 7:9–10, 13–14 or Rv 12:7–12a / Jn 1:47–51

Friday, St. Jerome:  
Jb 38:1, 12–21; 40:3–5 / Lk 10:13–16

Saturday, St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus:  
Jb 42:1–3, 5–6, 12–17 / Lk 10:17–24

Loving and faithful God,  
help us to learn the true joy  

of living together as brothers  
and sisters with all your children. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Redemptorists

option, like Christ’s, must be for the 
poor. Their welfare must come before 
other considerations, even our own. 
This is simply and plainly the gospel 
we profess. This must be our starting 
point.

Today is World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees, celebrated since 1914 
on the last Sunday of September. The 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. once preached a sermon on the 
parable sometimes referred to as “A 
Knock at Midnight” (Luke 11:5–13). 
He reminded us that there is bread in 
our house and that we must open the 
door to those who stand and knock. 
Will we let them in? Will we feed 
them? Or will we tell them we are 
already in our beds and cannot get up 
to look after their needs? +


